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In Acts 16:20 , Paul and Silas have just faced a crowd, that rose up against them and beat them, for proclaiming customs 
not like those of the their own. The chief magistrates then tore off their robes, only adding to the humiliation, and 
ordered the chief jailer to guard them securely.   He received this command and threw them into the inner prison, 
fastening their feet into stocks. Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and 
the other prisoners were listening to them. 

Let us take a moment to pause there. Take a moment to think of our own lives.  Today we face our own onslaught of 
daily struggles and difficulties, but in all honesty, our modern day trials pale in comparison to the pain and anguish that 
Paul and Silas had to deal with.  These men not only kept the faith, but demonstrated it outwardly; praying and singing 
to God.  We will continue to examine the chain of events set off by their faith in verse 26 and following.  

Suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all 
the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains were unfastened. And when the jailer had been roused out of sleep and 
had seen the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here!” And he called for the 
lights and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said   
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

And they said “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household.” They spoke the word of the 
Lord to him together with all who were in his house. And he took them that very hour in the night and washed their 
wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household (Acts 16: 26-33). 

 
As written in verse 33, the jailer and ALL his household were baptized.  If only we could know how many souls were 
saved that night; all because Paul and Silas relied on their faith, and demonstrated joy and praise to God while in prison, 
under mental duress and physical suffering.   
 
Each day every single one of us wakes up with our own mountain to climb, whether it be a stressful job, financial strain, 
grief, illness, marital strife, challenges with trying to build a Christian home in a sinful world; the list goes on. Insert your 
problems here.  We must still walk in Faith. Faith that God is on his throne and will see us through the steepest summits 
and scariest descents.  
 
God used Paul and Silas’ extreme adversity to help spread the Gospel.  The jailer went from contemplating taking his 
own life to trembling at their feet, asking what he must do to be saved, all because Paul and Silas chose to worship and 
praise God in ALL circumstances.  This brings to mind another verse written by Paul, Philippians 4:11, “Not that I speak 
from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”   We can use this scripture as motivation 
to find contentment in the daily grind of life.  Finding contentment in the mundane often leads your mind to think on 
things in a more spiritual manner, illuminating the blessings God has placed before you. Paul again extends his wisdom 
in Colossians 3 urging them to “keep seeking the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on things above, not on the things that are on earth.” 
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You never know when a seemingly ordinary interaction with someone may lead to a chain reaction of not only saving 
one soul, but perhaps a soul and their entire household.   Paul and Silas were not consumed with thought about their 
own wellbeing; they submitted themselves to God, and praised his name. I can personally admit that I often ease into 
my day focused on my own challenges, my busy schedule, and my own family.  It takes a concerted effort to “take off” 
daily self- mindedness and see the needs of others and opportunities God is setting before us.   
Three Simple Ways We Can Demonstrate Our Faith Daily 
1. Put on the Word – Start off right by setting your mind right. “Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the 

things that are on earth” (Col. 3:2). 
2. Share the Word – Don’t be afraid to act on an opportunity to turn conversation to God.  "For I am not ashamed of 

the Gospel” (Rom. 1:16). 
3. Be the Word – Exemplify God in your daily actions. “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel 

of Christ" (Phil. 1:27) 

We must strive to demonstrate faith in all circumstances, and perhaps, we might just turn one everyday moment into a 
chain reaction of obedience and generations of souls saved.  

(Notice the Date Written sdc)
Weldon B. Bennett 
 
"There has not been a war in the eastern hemisphere in the last fifty years that has failed to induce the belief that Jews 
would go back to Palestine as a result of it. Still wars have ceased, peace has followed, but the Jews are scattered as 
before."  
 
Thus wrote Dr. T. W. Brents in his "Gospel Sermons" published by the Gospel Advocate Company in 1891. Twenty-three 
years after this publication the great World War began. One of the results of the war was the promise of the British 
government to favor the Jews giving to them a national home in Palestine. The move to reestablish the Jews in their 
native land has since been known as "Zionism."  
 
In order to complete their theory of speculation the Premillennialists assert the return of all Jews to Palestine to be with 
Christ when He returns to sit on the literal throne of David at Jerusalem for one-thousand years. Like a drowning man 
grabbing at a straw they take hold of such events as "Zionism" and shout "the signs of the times."  
 
Last winter I corresponded at length with a Premillennialist Baptist preacher. He thought he saw in Matt. 24:32, 33 a 
direct fulfillment today. There Jesus said, "Now from the fig tree learn her parable: when her branch is now become 
tender, and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh; even so ye also, when ye see all these things know 
ye that he is nigh, even at the doors." Quoting from the Baptist preacher: "Throughout scripture Israel is referred to as a 
`Fig Tree'...Israel has been apparently dead as a nation. But like a fig tree in spring is being revived in Zionism today."  
 
Unfortunately for the theory, however, the British government decided last spring in favor of the Arabs thus bringing to 
an end the hopes of Jewish restoration through Zionism. I recall a newspaper article expressing the dejection of 
countless Jews as a result of the government's action. But I'm sure that the Jews themselves were not much more 
disappointed than some of the premillennialists who thought they saw a scriptural fulfillment in the Zionist move. But 
why should they worry? If they missed it yesterday it is comparatively easy for them to decide it refers to current events 
today. Especially with a new war in progress and a Jewish-hater destined to lose (or win-I wonder which it will take to 
uphold their theory).  
 
Several years ago some premillennialists thought the "king of the north" referred to the Czar of Russia-now it seems to 
be Mussolini-tomorrow?  
 
Dr. Brents says again, "But are there scriptures that speak of the return of the Jews to Jerusalem? Yes, many of them; 
but most of them were written either before or during the captivity, and had their fulfillment in the return of the Jews 
from Babylon. We think it likely that many of the Jews will become weary of waiting for their long-looked for Savior, and 



will accept the Christian religion, but as a nation, never. This is not only unreasonable, but impossible there is an 
individuality about the Christian religion that cannot be dispensed with."   The Bible Banner March 1940 

 

  


