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What Will Your Children Remember?

by Lowell Blasingame

The Psalmist said that a man's children are "a heritage of the Lord," (Psa. 127:4). Most admit that there is something
badly wrong with parents who do not love and value their children as such.

Parental love motivates us to be concerned about our children's welfare and seek what is best for them. We try to train
them to eat properly so they will develop strong healthy bodies. We warn and advise against dangers of which they are
not aware. We make decisions for them until we think they are mature enough to make their own.

Unfortunately, parents often fail their children in the most important area of all in life - the need for seeking first the
kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33). | once visited with a father and tried to impress upon him this need. His response to me was
that when he was a child his mother made him get up on Sundays and go to the little church in the community where
they lived and he made up his mind then that when he became a man of his own, that he wouldn't go until he wanted to
go. This man later in life came to recognize that need and obeyed the gospel but his son, who was in his formative years
when | talked with his father and needed a father's example, didn't get such then and today is not a Christian. Fathers
are admonished to bring up their children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord," (Eph. 6:4). Timothy's unfeigned
faith is attributed to the example of a godly mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). On the other hand, of Ahaziah it is
said, "For his mother was his counselor to do wickedly" (2 Chron. 22:3).

Jeremiah made an observation about his generation that its sin was written with a pen of iron and the point of a
diamond upon the table of their heart and horns of their altars, "Whilst their children remember their altars and their
grooves by the green trees upon the high hills," (Jer. 17:1-2). Judah's example was imprinting the future of their children
- it was being decided by what they remembered from the example of their forefathers.

Statistics recently released from a study made reveal the tremendous impact of parental example in the lives of their
children. It was learned that children growing up in homes whose parents actively participated in the work of the local
congregation had a tendency to be more active in the work of the congregation when they became adults than those
whose parents manifest little or no interest in the work of the church. In fact, very rarely did parents who spasmodically
attended and took no part in the work of the congregation have children to become active members when they became
adults. They exhibited the same undependable traits that their parents did.

| can conceive of nothing more heart rending than for one seeing his child condemned in the day of judgment and know
that he had influenced his child in the wrong way. Jeremiah said that Judah's children would remember her altars and
groves. His point was that their idolatry would influence their children to serve idols and incur the wrath of Jehovah and
that they were partially responsible for it by their examples.

What will your children remember? Will it be that you never obeyed the gospel, or that you turned back and ceased to
serve the Lord, or that you constantly complained and found fault with your brethren in the Lord? Will they remember
that you could sit on a backless bleacher for a two to three hour ballgame or in a boat fishing, but that an hour on a
bench in the church building had your back killing you? Will they remember that you skipped services when kinfolks
came, or for a golf tournament, or for the opening day of deer season? Will they remember that you bought the best
with which to golf, hunt or fish, that the price of gasoline, motels and food never kept you from Mountain View, Pigeon
Forge or the beach, but you never could drive fifty or a hundred miles to worship with brethren and encourage them in a
gospel meeting? Will they remember that you were always early for the movie, first at the picnic and in the stands
before the first pitch of the ball game, but that you never seemed to be able to get to worship services before the
singing had started?



Remembering you will be a major factor in imprinting the lives of your children and grandchildren, is this what you
want?

"Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow after. Likewise also the
good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid" (1 Tim. 5:24-25).

All Feeling, No Proof

Robert F. Turner

The current rash or tongue -speaking, miracle -sanctioning, and the far more common errors concerning direct Spirit
indwelling, that infects many institutional churches of Christ, was not brought to earth in the Apollo 11 moon dust. It
sprang from causes within the ranks. Last month we suggested that reaction to coldness may have triggered some of
this error. As an interrelated cause, some sought to promote genuine worship with material props, such as dimmed
lights, mood music (a cappella, of course) and other devotional clap-trap; and the resulting emotionalism was glibly
assigned to the Holy Spirit.

Serving God from the heart involves the emotions, to be sure — but such emotions as proceed from knowledge of Gods
will, and desire to serve Him. The art work and parties of the popular Young Peoples Classes produce only a superficial
knowledge of the Bible, (doctrinal studies, you know, are no longer relevant) so churches that have gone along with the
modern trends are poorly equipped to combat direct Spirit errors.

But the underlying cause of this and practically every other brotherhood problem is subjectivism — looking within
ourselves for authority. When brethren no longer feel the need for Bible authority (external authority — going to the
Bible for their faith — Rom. 10:17) they look inward, to human reason, practical experience or feelings for the answers.
This may begin with their feelings about instrumental music (I like) or the care of orphans (Surely that is good) or other
churchhood projects (proven right by mainstream acceptance) until finally, demands for Bible authority become most
distasteful.

Subjectivism takes many forms. The rank modernist makes Gods word subject to his approval — divine truth becomes
relative to his understanding, or so he thinks. But the same error is at work among those who say Gods word can be
understood only by the Spirit-endowed elect. And those who believe they are cut by the Holy Spirit (apart from His
sword, the written word) are but a step away.

When Pat Boone says that God communicates with Him in a way that maybe you wouldnt understand except inwardly
and in a spiritual way — this is subjectivism. The product of the communication is put upon exactly the same ground as
the feeling, or still small voice of the sectarian, that he offers as proof of his salvation. Neither can be proven by the
external authority of Gods word, as revealed to the Apostles and Prophets. ( 1 Jn. 4:6; Eph. 3:3-5; 1 Cor. 14-37)

Conservative brethren, who have steadfastly demanded Bible authority for faith and practice, are little affected by the
current Spirit craze. It is the brother who has been softened by earlier forms of subjectivism who now feels that the Holy
Spirit helps him to find a parking place. | feel no joy in stating this. | am saddened by the defection of Pat Boone, and all
the others. But my sadness began long before they got this far. It began years ago, as they took their first steps in
institutionalism and the social gospel movement. April 1970 Plain Talk



