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I am Ashamed of You

by Jeffery Kingry

"Suppose you had the opportunity to talk with a leading Biblical scholar on a man-to-man basis. Suppose that he was
willing )or the conversation to be published. Now, suppose the scholar was the world renown commentator and author
Dr. F. F. Bruce, of England's Manchester University - what would you ask him . . . ." (Fudge, Edward, Gospel Guardian,
"Interview With F. F. Bruce," Jan. 31, 1974, Vol. 25)?

Brother Fudge asks an interesting question. What would one ask a world-wide known scholar? Here is an opportunity
given by the Lord's providence which never again may be presented. If one were interested in ingratiating oneself, the
question might be designed to draw out a favorable response. If one wanted to build up a reputation as a great scholar,
the question might reflect those ostentatious desires. But if one sincerely desired to lead a soul to life, the question
might have been, "Why are you not a Christian?"

Questions asked in the Word of God by teachers of truth have always been ultimately designed to lead the sinner unto
truth and salvation, no matter what the fame and worldly power of the sinner: "Understandest thou what thou readest"
(Acts 8:30)? "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me" (Acts 9:4)? "O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord" (Acts 13:10)? "Sirs, why
do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these
vanities unto the living God" (Acts 14:15).

It is with a great sense of weariness and shame that we find our brethren more interested in intellectual exercise, the
"exegesis," the "theology" of the Bible - the "mental hike" - rather than the application of God's truth.

We are truly "disciplined" in the word of God when we do his commandments (1 Jn. 2:3, 4). The man who claims to
"know" the Bible and yet does not practice its precepts, deceives himself, and in truth "knows" nothing (1 Jn. 2:5, 6).

The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation - not the intellect, the effort, or the charisma of man. What is important,
good brethren? Is it the learned commentaries, the sublime books of theology, the college degrees and all they entail?
"And | brethren, when | came unto you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the
testimony of God. For | determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified . . . and my
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom . . . that your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God" (1 Cor. 2:15).

There is so much wrong with what you did, good brethren . . . but basically what is most tragic is that you let a man who
perhaps is "not far from the Kingdom of God" leave without ""reasoning of righteousness, temperance, and the judgment
to come" (Acts 24:25). What is so unutterably sad, is that you had something to give to him, not he to you . . . and you
did not even know it. The truth that could have saved him eternally was not as important to those who should be
declaring it as the scholarship of the one they should have taught.

Paul could say, "Wherefore | take you to record this day, that | am pure from the blood of all men, for | have not
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God" (Acts 20:26, 27). We have nothing to learn from the unprofitable
works of darkness, we are rather to reprove those in darkness that they might see the light (Eph. 5:11). A man's
scholarship is nothing if it costs him his soul. Yet, honor and deference, praise and glory are given to one who is not even
least in the kingdom of heaven. There was no love or respect shown unto F. F. Bruce. If you love a man, you give him
what he needs. Mr. Bruce needed the blood of Jesus, and those who could have given, did not.

"Unto you, O men, | call: and my voice is unto the sons of man. O ye simple, understand wisdom: and ye fools, be ye of
an understanding heart . . . the fruit of the righteous is a tree of Ilife; and he that
winneth souls is wise" (Prov. 8:1,5; 11:30). Truth Magazine - April 18, 1974



Wining Souls
The above article is a very good article. It is so important for all of us to be seeking to bring the sinner to Jesus. If we
consider all the people who are in and out of our lives in a given day, there are plenty of opportunities to let the word of
God prick a person’s heart. (Acts 2:37) Let’s each try to make a conscientious effort this week to speak to someone
about spiritual things. (Luke 8:5)

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the

Jew first and also for the Greek.” Romans 1:16
STACY

No Throne Game

by Zeke Flores

There’s been a lot of hoopla this week about the new season of the popular show Game of Thrones. I've never seen it
but it's hailed as a very well-made award-winning show with lots of drama and intrigue. According to nearly every
review I've read, it also contains what one reviewer called “a healthy dose of sex, violence, conniving, power-grabbing,
more sex, more violence, and lots of full-frontal nudity.” There are many scenes of graphic sex including rape
and assaults against women. It’s strange that it’s so popular in our #MeToo culture, but evidently, the masses love it. |
wonder though, how many Christians watch such fare, allowing all that immoral eye-candy to saturate their brains and
their spirits?

Clearly, “Game of Thrones” is unfit fare for Christians who are seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
Why Christians watch the show, | just don’t get. For that matter, | don’t get why Christians make a lot of entertainment
choices they do. Does anyone think about what Jesus said about looking at another person lustfully (Matthew 5:28)? Or
what the apostle Paul said about participating with “dark deeds,” avoiding every hint of immorality, and the things the
world does in secret (Ephesians 5:3-12)? Again, why some Christians choose entertainment they do is beyond me. One
popular denominational preacher has a series of questions he wishes Christians would ask before they submit
themselves to such popular entertainment. (See them at https://www.desiringgod.org/.../twelve-questions-to-ask-
befor...)

Could it be there’s another “game of thrones” afoot? There’s a battle that goes on in every person. It’s a fight for their
affections, allegiance, and commitment. The forces that wage that war want to be your master, your guide, your lord.
For the Christian, there can only be one Master and Lord. Peter writes that Christ-followers should “sanctify Christ as
Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame” (1 Peter 3:15-16). If we seat Christ firmly
on the throne of our hearts, if He is supremely Lord, then He will call the shots in life as far as the decisions we make.
We'll make choices that honor Him and help us deepen our relationship with Him. That certainly goes for the
entertainment choices that confront us.

Let the world have its Game of Thrones. | don’t expect those in darkness to be bothered by the darkness, but for those
in the Light, we must care about morality and decency. We may be ridiculed for eschewing what’s popular, but let there
be no game concerning who sits on the throne of your heart.



