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"Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled’” (Lk. 14:23). 
 
We know that God, the Master, has prepared a great supper. We know the excuses of those on the A-invitation list (Lk. 
14:18-20). They’re not coming. Now what? “Go out quickly into the streets and the lanes of the city, and bring in here 
the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind” (Lk. 14:21). We don’t even think about the B-invitation list, but 
they’re out there and they’re to be invited. We need to expand our view to invite those we’ve never thought about or 
even seen before—the  
C-invitation list. “Go out into the highways and the hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” 
There are people out there who need compelling. So, are we compelling? I’m going to warn you that you aren’t going to 
be comfortable with the definition of this word. 
 
Compel: “denotes to put constraint upon, to constrain, whether by threat, entreaty, force or persuasion” (Vine’s 
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). It’s what Saul of Tarsus did to try to make saints blaspheme (Ac. 26:11). 
This is an uncomfortable word, and it’s supposed to be. The comfort of the “great supper” servants isn’t the point of 
Jesus’ parable. The will of the Master and the blessing of tasting the supper is everything. It must be accomplished even 
when compelling is required. 
  
No, “…the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God…” (2 Cor. 10:4).  
  
Our weapons are not carnal, but they should be compelling. We do not use terrorism—threats, manipulation, violence, 
or confusion. We should try to be thoughtful, kind and tactful. But our eternally vital mission should motivate us to 
prepare to step outside of the comfort zone of ourselves and others to be compelling. 
 
Compelling Message 
We must work to improve our ability to be compelling with Scripture. Depending on the situation, we must make 
compelling arguments from love, grace, history, evidence, etc.—all centered on the revealed mystery of godliness (1 
Tim. 3:16). It is the greatest story ever! How can it not flow from our hearts to touch everyone and everything around us 
through our words and actions? If we who have “tasted that the Lord is good” are not more compelling than a TV 
advertisement or viral video, why would anyone think that what we have is anything special or worthwhile? 
 
Compelling Method 
We must go “into the highways and the hedges and compel them…” Sharing a few verses on social media won’t do it. 
What if you had to bring someone to the Lord? I think most of us would understand the motivation of being compelled if 
we were compelled to compel! We would plead, call in favors, and invite even when we expected rejections. We would 
intentionally create situations where unbelievers would be around believers. Invitations would be visible to everyone. 
We would get creative and pushy and annoying. We would talk to strangers, create connections, and risk relationships. 
Some wouldn’t be comfortable with us and wouldn’t want to be around us anymore. Many would laugh and mock and 
talk about us behind our backs. And some unlikely, unfound people would fill the house of the Master for eternity. 
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Our Master says, “Compel them to come in.” As servants, we don’t get to say that we aren’t comfortable with 
compelling or that it won’t work. We just do it. The awkwardness we suffer is “not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). Compel someone today!  Think Magazine – January – March 2019 
 
 

Dee Bowman 
 

Our English word “worship” is derived from the Old English weorth (worth, value), and the suffix ship, which means 
condition or office.  It was originally used to express the worthiness or dignity of some person or office. Today we use 
the word to describe certain actions, both mental and physical, which are used to extol or venerate God.  Strictly 
speaking, worship is the adoring reverence of the creature for the Creator.  Because of our regard for His gloriously high 
station and majesty, we worship Him. 
 
Worship is a privilege as well as a duty.  To ask, “Do I have to attend worship services?” is to me like asking, “Do I have to 
eat this homemade ice cream?”  Worship services will never seem to be drudgery to a God-fearing Christian, but an 
exalted privilege and opportunity to pour out his filial devotions of mind and heart toward his Father God.   

 

Worship is an individual affair.  It takes place in a man’s heart, his mind. A person may appear to be worshiping God 
when he is not.  Conversely, it is also true that a person may not appear to be engaged in worship when he actually 
doing so.  Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4) that worship has not to do with the place, but with paying 
homage to the right object, God, with the right attitude, “in spirit,” and “in truth.”  No acceptable worship can be 
extended to God without regard for these principles of truth. 
 
Sadly, some religionists today are of the mistaken notion that anything offered in devotion to God is acceptable worship. 
Such is not the case. Sincerity, by itself does not constitute worship. And to affirm that such is the case is to be either 
wilfully mistaken or naive to a fault.  In John 9:1-9, Our Lord condemned the “worship” of the Pharisees, saying, “full well 
ye reject the commandments of God that you may keep your own traditions.”  He has just warned that “in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men.” Paul, in Romans 10:2-3, accuses his Jewish brethren of 
“having a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge,” and of “going about to establish their own righteousness.”  Any 
extending of worship and service to God certainly must be sincere, but service to Him in ways which are not approved 
are not worship, and are not acceptable service. 
 
It is a serious matter to feign worship to God. One must be very careful that he does not just “go through the motions.” 
Such is not worship at all–any more than worshiping in ways He has not approved. Because of the lack of heart-involved 
devotion in worship “many are weak and sickly among you” (I Corinthians 11:30).  True worship, extended with the 
proper disposition and respect will greatly edify and strengthen us as it intensifies our faith and our hope.  But worship 
that is merely “played at” is not only impotent, but tends to wash away our true spiritual character. 
 
When you pray, do you truly worship God?  When you sing, do you pour out the adoring reverence you feel for 
God?  And do you reverently consider the message and significance of the song?  When you partake of the Lord’s 
Supper, is it merely a formalistic ritual that “we have always done” or do you truly discern the broken body and loving 
blood shed by Christ which is memorialized in the great supper of the Lord?  If you cannot answer these questions 
properly it is a serious indictment of your devotion to the Lord, and should be attended to with due consideration and 
without delay. 
 
What a blessed privilege worship is!  Our worship should be guarded and attended to with love and with due grateful 
thoughtfulness for its worth and value to each of us. Let us be careful.  Let us not let our devotion to God become some 
sort empty ritual to be observed, as if it were a recurring arduous task which we must observe.  Rather, let us see it for 
what it is: a wonderful opportunity to exalt and praise our great God and Father, a glorious privilege to glorify his Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, and a joy to give high feelings of thankful respect for the Holy Spirit for the word of 
salvation He has supplied for our use. 



If we will pay careful attention to our worship–both public and private–the congregation here will be stronger and more 
influential than ever before. Acceptable worship always strengthens. 
 
How about you, brother or sister? Is your worship a true reflection of you love and appreciation for God, or is it only an 
occasional remembrance of Him, and then mostly only when you need Him?  Better be careful with your answer. 


